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What’s Inside

Coffee with  
Mayor Helps
“ Community Drop-ins” 
occur every two weeks.

Graffiti Prevention
See graffiti vandalism  
on public property?  
Let us know. 

Parking Made Easy
We have made many  
changes recently.  
Learn more!
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Better cycling infrastructure and more opportunities to cycle, have been a hot topic for conversation for many years. 
When we developed our Official Community Plan, designed the Johnson Street Bridge and consulted on our strategic 
plan and our budget, bike lanes have always risen to the top of the list of community needs and wants.

So, together we are developing a bold vision for the future of cycling and our overall quality of life in Victoria.  
We are striving to become one of the best small cities in the world for cycling.

Our strategic plan sets the goal that Victoria will be “a national leader in cycling infrastructure and complete  
streets with a completed “All-Ages and Abilities” cycling network connecting all neighbourhoods and village  
centres by 2018.” This means that in the next three years, whether you are eight or 80, there will be cycling  
routes that are comfortable, complete and convenient for you. 

You’ve told us you’d cycle more if we…

Designing BIKETORIA:  
A Network that Moves You

WHY #BIKETORIA? 
Victoria has so much potential! 
We are an ideal cycling city with diverse 
neighbourhoods and incredible destinations.  
Given our mild climate, flat roads, and compact 
area, cycling is a great way to get around. 

Victoria’s first bicycle plan was created in 1995 and 
since then the City has made modest investments 
each year. There are currently over 46 kilometres  
of painted bike lanes and two kilometres of buffered 
bike lanes. Many of the routes are on busy roads 
and there are many gaps. 

Once completed the proposed network of “All Ages 
and Abilities” routes would include 30 kilometres  
of protected bike lanes, neighbourhood greenways 
and off-street pathways, working to connect all  
of our neighbourhoods. 

(look inside to learn more about the routes being 
considered for bike lanes)

Build convenient routes that 
connect you with the places 
you want to go 

Build safe and comfortable 
infrastructure, featuring 
protected bike lanes

Build a network that is 
appealing for new cyclists  
of all ages and biking levels



The future bike network is being designed in 
partnership with an international team of cycling 
and City-building experts. The team includes local 
engineering and planning firm, Urban Systems  
and an international team made up of Gehl Studios,  
8-80 Cities, and Alta Planning + Design.
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Join us 
for Coffee, 
Cookies and 
Conversation

Did you know that every 
two weeks you have the 
opportunity to personally 
speak to Mayor Lisa Helps 
about your community, and 

what’s important to you? 

Mayor Helps invites all citizens to her 
Community Drop-In, an opportunity to meet 
the Mayor and your neighbours, engage in 
conversation and share thoughts, ideas and 
concerns.

Most Drop-Ins occur every other Friday from  
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Mayor’s Office at 
City Hall. A series of events at the Cook 
Street Activity Centre is also scheduled on 
various dates in 2016, and we’re planning 
new after-work drop-in events from 4 p.m.  
to 6 p.m. as well.

If you’ve never attended Community Drop-In 
before, why not stop in this year for a cup  
of coffee (or tea!) and conversation about  
your community. 

To learn more about Community Drop-In  
and to see the full schedule for 2016 visit 
victoria.ca/dropin. 

e-Newsletter
Sign up for our e-Newsletter 
and stay up to date on all the 
latest news from the  
City including what’s 

happening at City Hall, new programs at 
Crystal Pool and Fitness Centre, important 
dates and deadlines to remember, handy 
tips for your home or business, updates 
on the Johnson Street Bridge replacement 
project, news about road work and new bike 
lanes, and other useful information about 
what’s happening in your community.

You will receive the e-Newsletter by 
email on a bi-weekly basis, and you can 
unsubscribe at any time from the newsletter. 
Sign up at victoria.ca/subscribe. It only takes 
a minute!

Skateboarding 
in the City

Recognizing the growing 
number of people who use 
skateboards as a mode of 
transportation, the City of 
Victoria recently made bylaw 
changes to allow skateboard 

use on downtown streets. Skateboarding on 
sidewalks remains off limits everywhere  
in the city, but the bylaw now allows the use 
of a skateboard, roller skates, in-line skates, 
or a non-motorized scooter on street. 

As part of the new rules, skateboarders 
must wear lights when skateboarding  
when it’s dark and helmets are encouraged. 
It is expected that all road users travel 
safely and share the road responsibility,  
and like cyclists, tickets including fines  
can be issued. 

Broad community consultation informed 
the new regulations. Input was received 
from downtown businesses, residents, 
police, and people who drive cars, ride 
transit, cycle, skateboard and walk. Many 
respondents who do not skateboard were 
supportive of allowing skateboarding  
on downtown streets. 

Learn more at: victoria.ca/skateboarding  

 Biketoria 
“Dream Team”

Party on the 
Block This 
Summer!
Hosting a neighbourhood block party is  
a great way to get to know your neighbours 
or celebrate a special occasion. 

In Victoria, an outdoor block party can take 
place on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays 
from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

How To’s:
• To use a City street, sidewalk or other 

public space, a permit is required.  
In addition, the majority of residents on 
the block must be in favour of the event.

• There is no permit fee unless the event 
involves amplified sound such as a DJ 
or live band. The fee for a Noise Bylaw 
Exemption permit is $50.

• Insurance is required and can be 
obtained through the City of Victoria 
when applying (approximately  
$10 – $25 depending on the number  
of participants).

When planning your block party, please 
allow up to four weeks for permit processing 
and approval. 

Remember to be respectful, and keep it 
safe and fun for all. Alcohol is not permitted 
on public property.

For the Block Party guidelines, permit 
application, and sign-off form:  
victoria.ca/eventpermits 

Street 
Entertainers
Downtown Victoria 
in the summer can 
be an amazing 
experience. From 
strolling along the 
flower-lined streets, 
enjoying the bustle 
of international 
visitors, and of 
course the famous 
street entertainers, also known as buskers, 
downtown is a vibrant and dynamic place 
to be. 

Do you want to be a part of this experience  
and are considering trying your hand at 
busking? The City of Victoria welcomes 
street entertainers with a variety of talents, 
from jugglers to musicians and more.  
All street entertainers are required to have 
a valid permit, renewed annually, and pay 
a $25 licensing fee. Licences are valid until 
January 15 of the following year. Street 
entertainers are also required to follow 
regulations that determine length of stay  
at any one location, and respecting the 
rights of nearby businesses.

For more information on how to become  
a registered Street Entertainer, and learn  
more about the Street Entertainer Bylaw,  
visit victoria.ca/businesslicences

This map shows the bike routes being considered. The bold 
lines indicate main routes being considered; the light blue 
lines indicate other potential long term bicycle improvements. 

The dots signal routes that are also being considered based 
on public feedback and continued technical analysis.

What Could the Network Look Like?

Gil Penalosa

Founder of 8-80 Cities and former 
Commissioner of Parks, Sport, 
and Recreation for the City of 
Bogotá, Columbia, where we was 
integral in the much celebrated 
transformation of public space 
and sustainable mobility.

Mia Birk

President and CEO of Alta 
Planning + Design, and former 
Bicycle Program Manager for the 
City of Portland.

Andreas Røhl

Cycling specialist with Gehl 
Architects & Studio, and former 
Bicycle Program Manager for the 
City of Copenhagen.

Why Invest in Cycling?

Social Connections
Getting out of your car and onto your bike connects  
you with more people.

Health
• Cycling pumps fresh air into your lungs, builds  

muscle strength and helps build brain cells in the 
hippocampus – the region responsible for memory.

• Time on your bike can also reduce the risks  
of heart disease.

• Did you know, Copenhagen expects to save $60 million 
a year in health costs once its network of 26 cycling 
“superhighways” is completed.

• They say, if you ride a bike instead of a car, you can  
lose 13 pounds in one year.

Environmental
Aside from the fact a bike produces zero emissions,  
it takes around five percent of the materials and energy 
used to make a car to build a bike. 

Bikes and Local Businesses
• Did you know, 20 bikes can be parked in the same 

space as one car?

• People who bike are more likely than drivers to stop and 
spend and people who bike around town are less likely 
to drive to suburban malls. Their cash goes to local 
businesses, which in turn feeds the local economy.

• One Portland study shows that by driving 20% less than 
other cities, Portlanders contribute $800 million to the 
local economy.

Investing in cycling infrastructure is a cost effective way 
to enhance shopping districts and help communities 
generate tourism visits.

• People who ride bikes buy bikes. This puts people 
to work in bicycle shops and apparel stores. People 
who ride bikes buy other things too. Bike-accessible 
business districts benefit by catering to these 
customers.

• People who ride bikes on vacation buy food, have  
travel costs and pay for lodging. Cycling tourists  
bring millions of dollars to cities and towns.

Cost Savings
You’ll have more left in your wallet when not paying for 
gas, parking and all of the other costs of car ownership. 
The American Automobile Association says driving  
a sedan costs $9,122 a year on average, not including 
expenses like parking. Bikes cost just a few hundred 
dollars a year for maintenance, and gear upgrades.

Learn more at:  
victoria.ca/cycling

In April, City Council will receive all of the public feedback and technical evaluation to determine “where” 
future bike lanes will go. Once “where” the routes will go is decided, we will dig in deeper, with you,  
to design the routes in detail.

We already know where the first protected lane will go. The first lane will be built on Pandora Avenue, 
between Store and Cook Streets, this spring.



Connect

The City of Victoria Connect newsletter is produced  
and delivered to Victoria households three times  
a year to inform you of the many programs and  
services provided by the City.

To reach us: engage@victoria.ca

City of Victoria
1 Centennial Square
Victoria, BC V8W 1P6

victoria.ca

Our Commitment to the Environment

By using paper made with100% post-consumer recycled 
content, the following resources have been saved.

• Tree(s): 20 • Solid waste: 280 Kg
• Water: 34,777 L • Green house gases: 770 Kg
• Energy: 9 million BTU
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Join us on Facebook, Twitter, 
LinkedIn and Instagram

A Greener Green

Graffiti Prevention in Your Neighbourhood
The City of Victoria has a comprehensive 
removal program to reduce and prevent 
graffiti in order to promote safer and cleaner 
communities. 

This program requires participation from 
residents, property owners and business owners 
to keep our city vibrant and clean.

If you see graffiti, please call one of these options:

In progress CALL 911

Your property 250.995.7654 (Police non-emergency)

Private property 250.361.0215 (Bylaw complaints)

Public property 250.361.0466 (City hotline)

The sun is shining and the cherry blossoms are in full 
bloom! It’s the perfect time to hop on your bike or stroll 
down to check out recent improvements to Begbie Green.

Begbie Green is a half-acre community space located in 
the North Jubilee neighbourhood, near the intersection of 
Pembroke and Begbie Streets, along Shelbourne Street.

Ideas for improvements started flowing at an ice cream 
social hosted by the neighbourhood and from there a 
‘greener’ Green was born.

Sprawl out in the sun on the new grassy knoll. Bring  
your toddler and their kick bike and check out the  
new pathways. Grab a game of Twister and try it out  
with a few friends in the new central plaza or check out  
the fruit trees and blueberry bushes across Shelbourne 
from Begbie Green. 

Enjoy!

victoria.ca/parks

Parking Made Easy

Free Bicycle Parking

We have made a lot of changes to make parking easier.

Did you know?

Five on-street parking zones provide 
the option of paying less and longer the 
farther from downtown you park.

City parkades offer bicycle 
parking, electric vehicle 
charging stations and 
motorcycle parking.

City parkades have 24/7 security 
and a SafeWalk number 250.686.3715 
to request a security guard accompany 
you to your vehicle. 

You can pay for on-street 
parking on your phone by 
downloading the free 
ParkVictoria app from the 
App Store or Google Play.

The ParkVictoria app 
sends you alerts when 
your on-street parking 
time is about to run out. 

Pay a ticket or 
request a ticket 
be reviewed 
online.

You can find all 
of the parking 
information 
you need at 
victoria.ca/parking. 

The first hour 
is always 
free at City 
parkades.

The City has five 
parkades located 
within two blocks 
of all downtown 
attractions.

Parking is free 
evenings and all day 
Sundays and holidays 
at City parkades and 
on-street meters.

Save yourself 
a trip to City Hall.

Mark your 
calendar

Food Container Gardening 
Saturday, April 2, 9 a.m. – noon 
Crystal Pool and Fitness Centre

You’ll come away from this course with  
a recipe for growing a bounty of delicious 
and healthy veggies and fruit using just three 
containers. $25 victoria.ca/recreation

Waking the Bard
Saturday, April 23, 7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.  
Victoria City Hall

April is Poetry Month. Join Victoria’s Poet 
Laureate Yvonne Blomer, guest poets and 
performers for an evening of poetry, theatre 
and music in celebration of the 400th 
anniversary of Shakespeare’s death. Free. 
victoria.ca

Great Perennials
Saturday, April 30, 9 a.m. – noon 
Crystal Pool and Fitness Centre 

This workshop examines plants that thrive  
in our unique climate but are not attractive  
to deer. $25 victoria.ca/recreation

Victoria Highland Games  
and Celtic Festival 
Tartan Parade: Saturday, May 14 
Centennial Square to Legislative Buildings 
Highland Games: May 21 – 23, Topaz Park

Enjoy a family-focused weekend of Celtic art, 
culture, music and sport. Admission charged. 
victoriahighlandgames.com

Uno Fest: Canada’s Singular  
Live Theatre Event
May 18 – 29 
Centennial Square, Market Square, Langham 
Court Theatre and other downtown locations

Catch internationally renowned performers, 
Fringe Fest favourites and local emerging 
talents at this unique festival of one-person 
shows. Free and ticketed events. 
intrepidtheatre.com

Victoria International Kite Festival
May 20 – 22, Clover Point 

Enjoy this weekend festival with fun for the 
whole family, featuring some of the world’s 
top professional kite flyers (including the use 
of large colourful kites), and kite making for 
children. Free. victoriakitefestival.com

Island Farms Victoria Day Parade
Monday, May 23 
Downtown Victoria along Douglas Street

Victoria’s largest parade event features 
marching bands and floats. Over 120,000 
spectators watch this popular annual event  
in person and on television. Free. gvfs.ca

A Sphere of Sedums – Garden Art
Tuesday, May 24, 7 p.m. – 9 p.m.,  
Register at Crystal Pool and Fitness Centre. 
Course takes place at Sears Garden Centre 
at Hillside Mall

Learn to make a striking, low-care piece of 
garden art from teapots and sedums to hang 
in your garden. $25 plus $35 for supplies. 
victoria.ca/recreation

French Festival 
Thursday May 26 – Sunday, May 29 
Centennial Square and various locations

Celebrate the diversity of French culture in 
Victoria and around the world. Free. 
francocentre.com


